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ICAF is an International Community Arts Festival sharing community arts from all over the
world. Once every three years, ICAF brings together the most innovative, the most
controversial, the most inspiring work and those involved in it. The next edition will take
place from 27 March to 2 April 2017.

ICAF in the Picture

On 2 April we launched our latest publication, ICAF in the Picture, and
premiered a specially produced film documentary on our festival. The book,
which contains the history of ICAF and an easily readable story of how

which contains the history of ICAF and an easily readable story of how
community art has developed in different corners of the world, is illustrated with
stunning photographs of award-winning photographer Peter van Beek and
others. To make the content accessible to as many people as possible, we will
now release the publication online as well. Here you can download the .pdf file
of ICAF in the Picture. If you prefer to have your personal hard copy of the
book, including the DVD of the film documentary, there are still some copies
available to order. If you are interested, please send an e-mail with your postal
address to info@icafrotterdam.com with the subject ‘ICAF in the Picture.’ We
will send you an invoice for the amount (€15 for orders outside the
Netherlands and €10 for domestic orders in Holland, both including postage)
and will mail the package to you as soon as we receive your payment.

ICAFLIX: The First Chapters

At the beginning of July, we released our very own ICAFLIX: a continuing
series of episodes edited from a large amount of video footage we filmed at the
sixth edition of the International Community Arts Festival. Every month we are
sharing chapters about the different people and projects that were present at
ICAF 2014. Highlighting a different subject each time, we hope that you find
yourself reminiscing the good old times and feeling inspired for future
endeavours. We set off on this visual journey with the Debajehmujig
Storytellers and the collaboration between Dansnest and Retina Dance
Company. Here you can find our weekly-updated playlist with new chapters
that take you through ICAF 2014. You are most welcome to share it with others
that might be interested and make sure to keep an eye out on our Facebook

and Twitter pages for additional news. We hope you enjoy!

Big hART's Blue Angel

In 2011, ICAF-5 opened with Ngapartji Ngapartji, a production by one of
Australia's leading arts and social change companies, Big hART. Big hART’s
work seemed to extend far beyond the regular length and reach of community
arts projects as we knew them, making the company unique in the international
world of community art. It’s why at ICAF-6 we gladly created a platform to
explore the possibilities for a new international co-production on the plight of
invisible seafarers on giant container ships that transport goods around the
world to satisfy consumer needs. Entitled Blue Angel, Big hART is journeying
through this long-term community cultural engagement process with artists and
the seafaring communities of major port cities around Australia and beyond.
Recently, Big hART’s short film SEAFARERS was featured by the International
Maritime Organization for the International Day of the Seafarer. We are as
proud as they are about these voices being heard across the world, and we
hope that Blue Angel will continue to re-invent itself with local input in other
port cities before it will hopefully moor in the port of Rotterdam for our next
festival in March 2017.

Upcoming Events

In the fall of this year, there are a couple of exciting events taking place that
we’d like to update you on. As you might remember from our previous
newsletter, ICAF director Eugene van Erven spoke at the bilingual,
multidisciplinary Earagail Arts Festival in Ireland. Integrated in the festival was
a two-day symposium on community art and rural sites, which turned out to be
creatively stimulating and profoundly moving. Eugene's presentation in
Letterkenny included observations on how the ICAF parade created by
Catalina García from Colombia in March 2014 has sparked a growing interest
in the art of parade making in the Netherlands. 'The Art of Parade Making' can
be found here.
One of the initiatives we came to know about at the Earagail Festival was Fun
Palaces from the UK: an annual, free, nationwide celebration of arts and
culture, driven by localism, innovation and engagement. In October 2014, 130
Fun Palaces took place across the UK, with 8 outside the UK in France,
Germany, Sweden, Australia, Canada and Iceland. Forty thousand people took
part in these free community events, combining arts and sciences in local
venues and spaces. Crucially, the majority of Fun Palaces were not made by
'experts' (in arts, sciences, or engagement) – they were led by 3183 local
people, many volunteers, creating their weekend events as part of building an
ongoing local community. More than just a weekend, Fun Palaces is a
campaign to enable greater access for all to arts and sciences, contributing to
community and social cohesion through radical fun and radical accessibility.
The annual event in October is both a simultaneous international shout for
culture at the heart of community, and a movement for greater engagement for
all. The 2015 dates are the 3rd and 4th October, and a short film about the
weekend in 2014 can be found here. We are currently contemplating ways in
which we could possibly include - or create - a temporary fun Palace as part of
our next ICAF.
Between 8 and 13 September, our Portuguese partners, community theatre

Between 8 and 13 September, our Portuguese partners, community theatre
company Apele will organize its third international festival, MEXE-III. It will
feature live performances from Portugal, Spain and, yes, our very own
Rotterdams Wijktheater production Meysara, directed by Jasmina Ibrahimovic.
But there are also workshops, debates and a symposium. The whole event is
curated by Apele artistic director Hugo Cruz.
More to the east from Porto, from 23 October to 8 November Mercat de les
Flors in Barcelona offers a national and international program consisting of a
series of laboratories, workshops, performances, screenings and debates with
the aim of taking a step forward with regard to the visibility and working
methods of the arts with diverse physical capacities in Catalonia. One of the
companies presented is Stopgap Dance Company, a charitable organisation
that makes exhilarating dance productions with exceptional disabled and nondisabled artists, driven by inclusiveness and community outreach.
Are you organising an event you’d like to tell us about? Let us know and we will
spread the word.

Introducing ICAF 2017: Movement

Do you have ideas for the next ICAF? Remember that the theme for ICAF-7
will be 'Movement'. That could mean many things, of course, including dance
in, with and for communities. But it could also refer to movement in terms of
gesture and communication beyond the purely verbal. Or the link between

gesture and communication beyond the purely verbal. Or the link between
community art and activism, or community art itself as an international
movement of which ICAF is an integral part. ICAF-7 takes place from 27 March
to 2 April 2017. We are looking forward to hearing from you!
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